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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CASC BL 

SUB J : AMERICAN PRISONERS IN BOLIVIA: TEAM VISIT 

REF: STATE 19107 

1 . MINISTER OF INTERIOR PEREDA IS OUT OF TOWN AND I CANNOT INFORM 
HIM OF THE DECISION TO SEND THE TEAM. HOWEVER IN HIS CONVERSATION 
WITH ME ON JANUARY 25 HE SAID THAT IF THE TEAM MUST COME THEN 
LET IT COME. THEREFORE, I BELIEVE THE TEAM SHOULD PROCEED WITH ITS 
PLANS BECAUSE WE DO NOT HAVE A SPECIFIC GOB PROHIBITION. THE 
MINISTER WILL BE A V ATT. ABF, EARLY MONDAY MORNING AND I HOPE AT 
THAT TIME TO CLARIFY THE COMPOSITION AND THE OBJECTIVES OF THE 
TEAM AS SUPPLIED IN REFTEL. 

2. CONSUL MILBURN IS DESIGNATED ESCORT OFFICER FOR THE TEAM AND 
WILL MEET THEM AT THE AIRPORT. HOTEL RESERVATIONS ARE BEING 
REQUESTED AND WE WILL DO OUR BEST TO MEET THE DESIRE OF THE TEAM 
ALTHOUGH WE HAVE ENCOUNTERED PROBLEMS LATELY DUE TO HIGH RATES OF 
OCCUPANCY IN LIBERTADOR AND LA PAZ. I INVITE THE TEAM TO AN 
INFORMAL WORKING LUNCHEON AT THE RESIDENCE ON SAUNDAY, JANUARY 30. 
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EM WE WILL DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO MAKE THE TEAM VISIT AS SUC- 
CESSFUL ONE AND ARE PLEASED AT THE COMPREHENSION DISPLAYED BY THE 
DEPT IN DEALING WITH SOME OF THE SENSITIVITIES INVOLVED IN THIS 
MATTER. 
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